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1 3 HAY 1981 


M«aer»s*te Henry |3y y»ia^- 
U alien Stnie* Senate 
Washington 0* C. 


■nr- * 



*>*ar Senator C J woir*hiA: 


fey 


This in in reapertse to your letter Mg«r4tng ft report 
that Hie USSR lute a nuclear powered aircraft. 


w# km previously etudied 4i« a»d «ktr report* of 
the h»)« type and determined teat the characteristics aitrtfcut*«i 
to @4# aadear aircraft are far heyaad the technical capabilities* 
of Hie soviet aircraft and nuclear Industrie u. Hi* reported 
cruising speed of t§6© mite* per hour would mean that tee air 
entering the aircreft would he heated by compression to about 
U0d # F, Further, heating of tele air to provide thrust for 
promote tea would rate* the temperature far heyeatd tee 
temperature limit# of tee nuclear engine*# etaructural materiel. 

If further information ie desired* pleas* let ue Smew. 


Sincerely* 

®ES5> 

^ite* W. XHdies 
director 
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A MAY 1961 

BRIEF FOR.: Director of Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT: Letter from Senator Henry Dworshak, dated 1 May 1961 

1. Enclosed for your signature is a reply to a letter 
from Senator Dworshak concerning a report that the USSR has 
a nuclear powered aircraft. 

2. A letter from Senator Dworshak requested a report 
concerning this development described in a UPI dispatch 
printed in the Idaho newspapers. The attached reply states 
that the flight characteristics of the reported nuclear air- 
craft are beyond the technical capabilities of the Soviet 
aircraft and nuclear industries and that 
originator of this report, is a well-known fabricator of sensa- 
tional intelligence reports. 

3. Recommend that you sign the attached reply. 

STAT 

Assistant Director 
Scientific Intelligence 

Enclosure: Letter to Senator Henry Dworshak 
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Rewritten by John S. Warner 
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